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Khursheed Kamal Aziz 

11 December 1927 

Ballamabad, Chiniot, Punjab, British 
India 


15 July 2009 (aged 81) 
Lahore, Pakistan 


Historian, Professor 


Pakistani 


Zarina AZiz 


Khursheed Kamal Aziz (Urdu: 7% JU 27, 1927- 
2009)" better known as K. K. Aziz, was a 

Pakistani historian, admired for his books written in the 
English Language. However, he also wrote Urdu prose 
and was a staunch believer in the importance of 

the Persian language to enhance one's knowledge 
about the world. "! 
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Early life and careertedit] 


Khursheed Kamal Aziz was born on 11 December 1927 
to Abdul Aziz, a barrister and a historian in his own right. 
He was born in a town called 

Ballamabad, Chiniot, Punjab, British India."@! He 
received his early education from M.B. High School 

in Batala, Punjab and then went to first Forman 
Christian College and finally to Government College 
Lahore for further studies where one of his professors 
was the famed Patras Bokhari." Later he completed his 
studies at Victoria University in Manchester, UK. 


Aziz taught at various reputed institutions such as 

the University of Cambridge and University of Oxford, 
UK, and at universities in Heidelberg, Germany as well 
as in Khartoum, Sudan and the Punjab 

University in Lahore, Pakistan."! He also delivered 
occasional lectures at universities in 

Pakistan: Karachi, Peshawar, Islamabad; 

Bangladesh: Dacca; United Kingdom: Hull, New Castle 
upon Tyne and Oxford; 

Switzerland: Geneva and Bergen. 


He worked briefly, in the early 1970s, as an advisor 

to Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and was the chairman of the 
‘National Commission on Historical and Cultural 
Research’ but he later fell out with Zulfigar Ali 

Bhutto and his regime and left that position."! Some 
years later, he returned his "Sitara-i-lmtiaz" Award 
awarded by the President of Pakistan in protest of his 
treatment by the Martial Law authorities after 

General Zia-ul-Hagq took over power in 1977 and was 
forced to leave the country. He lived many years abroad 
as an exile and taught at many universities abroad."! He 
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began to collect his research material for his many 
famous books while he was teaching in Germany."! His 
research material was enriched by the experiences he 
had while living in many different countries abroad. "! 


Death and legacyjedit} 


He died in Lahore, Pakistan at the age of 81, on 15 July 
2009." K. K. Aziz had returned from abroad to Lahore, 
Pakistan only in 2008, a year before his death.®! His 
wife, Zarina Aziz, said in an interview to a Pakistani 
newspaper, after his death, that he had been somewhat 
sick for about last 5 years but had continued to work for 
10 hours daily to write and finish his books. He had 
written over 50 history books in his lifetime and used to 
say to her that his books were his children and would 
keep his name alive."! 


In 2014, per a major Pakistani newspaper columnist, 
some young Pakistanis are starting to give K. K. Aziz 
credit for helping them have a balanced view of 
Pakistan's history. Now, at least, they got a chance to 
look at the history of Pakistan from a point of view other 
than the ‘only slanted view laced with extreme 
ideological narratives’ in the text books they studied at 
school and college. Pakistani people themselves and 
also the world at large, have the ability to sort out the 
truth, on individual basis, after reading many and 
different points of view on the history of Pakistan. Since 
the mid 1990s, some historians and intellectuals in 
Pakistan have slowly and surely tried to develop a more 
rational and balanced view of Pakistani history."! . 


Literary works{edit 


Aziz had a profound love for words and writing. He 
authored 44 valuable books on the modern history of 
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the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent. He had a unique 
style of writing that stimulated readers' thought process. 
He wrote on many significant issues related to Pakistan 
and also came up with volumes of significant details on 
important dignitaries who helped in shaping the history 
of the Indian subcontinent. 
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Some of his books include: 


e History of the Partition of India"! 

e The Meaning of Islamic Art"! 

e Public Life in Muslim India 

e The Murder of History : A Critique of History 
Textbooks used in Pakistan (one of his 
famous works)- first edition in 1985, second 
edition in 1993" 

e The Making of Pakistan: A Study in 
Nationalism"! 

e Studies in History and Politics"! 
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A documentary record"! 
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Pakistan 
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e The All India Muslim Conference (1928- 
1935): A Documentary Record!'! 
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Religion, Land and Politics in Pakistan: A 
Study of Piri-Muridi.! 

Public Life in Muslim India (1850-1947) A 
Compendium of Basic Information on 
Political, Social, Religious, and Educational 
Organizations Active in Pre-Partition India. !1"! 
World Powers and the 1971 Breakup of 
Pakistan"! 

The Coffee House of Lahore: A Memoir (1942 
— 57) i 

A Journey into the Past: Portrait of a Punjabi 
Family (1800 - 1970)"! 

The Indian Khilafat Movement#! 
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Muhammad Murad | guess, this book isn't available online. Its hard- 
copy is available in the market. Buy it as it's a must read, 
indeed. ... more 





See all 7 questions about The Making of Pakistan... 





Badar rated it ..... 


Shelves: non-fiction, history, pakistan 





There are few who possess the acumen of a historian or 
ingenuity of a distinguished writer - K.K. Aziz surpasses 
both. A virtuoso on Indian subcontinent’s history. 

This book expounds on the birth of a nation that sculpted 
itself out of a British colony. A profound, insightful, and 
wholly necessary read for anyone wanting to read about 
Pakistan’s origins. 


11 likes -| Like - see review 








Asim Bakhshi rated it .... 














Shelves: owned, pakistan-studies, subcontinent, history 





Late Khurshid Kamal Aziz was indeed a forward looking 
historian and perhaps the best Pakistan has produced in 
terms of academic honesty, quality of scholarship and 
analytical skills; and for a lay-reader this is vintage K.K. 
Aziz. From the point of view of the new Pak-Studies 
generation of Pakistan, this can be categorized as one of 
the single most essential text; one that single-handedly 
captures the historical, sociological (including religious), 
political, psychological and philosophical dime ...more 


6 likes - Like -see review 


or 
ai 


The Making of Pakistan (A study in Nationalism) is a 
profound survey of the prolific writer. He delineates ina 
comprehensive way the inevitable historical factors that 
helped shape the Muslim nationalism after multifarious 
events. The writer also brings to the spotlight all the 
other benignant causes, like the political rift between the 
Hindu and Muslim community that made the Muslims of 
subcontinent feel a dire need of a separate representative 
party. On the other hand, the religious and cultu ...more 





Salman rated it ... 





3 likes - Like -see review 
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Shoaib rated it 


~ |} 


Shelves: favorites, history, politics, non-fiction, cultural-pakistan 





A heartfelt thank to K.K Aziz for his efforts to present 
balanced narrative of the make-up of the country 
(Pakistan). The kind of history taught in the school text 
books, hasn’t helped us a great deal to understand the 
idea behind the creation of the country. Dr. K. K. Aziz 
analyses these circumstances and gives a complete, vivid 
and balanced account of the Muslim community in India. 
He narrates the political history; and also describes the 
fortunes of the Muslims which made inevitable the 

revol ...more 


3 likes - Like -see review 





Omama. rated it .. 


~ | 


Shelves: pakistan, history 


'The Making of Pakistan' deals with the gradual 
formation of Muslim nationalism in Imperial India with 
each and every aspect ranging from historical to political 
with the religious element and the cultural background, 
how the Indian Muslims came to look upon themselves as 
a separate national group, how this affected Indian 
nationalism, and how it was consummated by the 
establishment of an Independent Muslim state and the 
establishment of two-nation theory on which the 
creation of Pakistan was pr ...more 
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5 likes- Like -see review 
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Altaf Hussain rated it ... 


I started reading this book with alot of expectations 
because of knowing the author's style and content 
through "Murder of History". Gladly this book stood upto 
the expectations. This has further motivated me to pick 
third book by K.K.Aziz, so I'm open to suggestions. 


Speaking about this book, then I must say, explaining 
nationalism in the most easiest way with all its contours 
would be difficult to find in any other book than this. 
After introducing Nationalism, author moves on to 
explaining mak ...more 





1 like- Like + see review 
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Saad Hameed rated it .... 


An excellent book on Pakistan's Ideology and Pakistan 
Movement. A must read for someone interested in 
Pakistan movement and its leaders. ...more 


1 like- Like + see review 





Ahmed Jamote rated it ... 
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This review has been hidden because it contains spoilers. To view 
it, click here. 


1 like- Like + see review 








Talha Saleem rated it .... 


good book 


21 like- Like - see review 





Asvi is currently reading it 


This review has been hidden because it contains spoilers. To view 
it, click here. 


1 like- Like + see review 





Nadir rated it .... 
Shelves: love 
Is to read! 


21 like- Like -see review 
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Girlfrom bookland rated it ... 





“The more it is crushed the more vigorous it’s rebirth” 


From conquering invaders to epic rulers of the land to 
destroyed at expense of weaknesses of own, to the revolt 
of 1857, Britain friendship, opposition to the congress, 
extremist agitation, congress and co-operation, 
belligerent neutrality, negotiations, appeals, and threats, 
to ideas of new land, to Pakistan cause... this was a story 
of a nation. 


I started reading this book out of curiosity to know what 
was the factors and pushers which sp] ...more 


Like - see review 








Liam rated it ... 
Shelves: non-fiction 


This was an excellent breakdown of the Muslim attitude 
in India prior to the Pakistan partition. It touches on the 
Hindu side of things, but focuses on the conflict between 
the two with the Muslim population as the underdog. 
Because of this, it tends to speak less highly of the Hindu 
political leadership (including Gandhi), pointing out 
several inconsistencies and hypocrisies in their approach 
to the political situation. It nevertheless spends a great 
deal of energy explaining both points of vie ...more 
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Like - see review 





Bodacius rated it ... 


I finished my latest read, ''The Making of Pakistan - A 
Study in Nationalism" by K. K. Aziz. 
The book is a fascinating insight into what Muslim 


Nationalism means. The author very skillfully expounded 


the various aspects related to it, why it began, its 
evolution, it's role in the creation of Pakistan. 

One interesting aspect it touched upon in the end was 
regarding what the "Two-Nation Theory" meant for 
those Muslims left behind in India, and why they 
supported it, knowing that they were to be left ...more 


Like - see review 





Arham Aziz rated it .. 
Nationalism is where past and present, sociology and 


economics, myths and facts intersect. 


This book seeks to comprehensively and succinctly deal 
with the factors, intrinsic and extrinsic, which led the 


Muslims of British India to come to recognise themselves 


as a nation. 
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An amalgamation of such powerful forces has the 
capacity to bend the arc of history. 


Like - see review 





Ahsan rated it .... 


This review has been hidden because it contains spoilers. To view 
it, click here. 


Like - see review 





Touqeer marked it as to-read 
great book 


Like - see review 





Javeria Talpur rated it .... 


Nationalism induced historical saga of Pakistan , a worth 
read... K. Kamal Aziz® 


Like - see review 





Anaya Memon added it 


Great book 
Goodreads helps you keep track of books you want to read. 


Start by marking “The Making of Pakistan: A Study in 


Nationalism” as Want to Read: 
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How can I download and read this book online??? 
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Muhammad Murad | guess, this book isn't available online. Its hard- 
copy is available in the market. Buy it as it's a must read, 
indeed. ...more 





Badar rated it .... 


Shelves: non-fiction, history, pakistan 





There are few who possess the acumen of a historian or 
ingenuity of a distinguished writer - K.K. Aziz surpasses 
both. A virtuoso on Indian subcontinent’s history. 

This book expounds on the birth of a nation that sculpted 
itself out of a British colony. A profound, insightful, and 
wholly necessary read for anyone wanting to read about 
Pakistan’s origins. 


11 likes -| Like - see review 








Asim Bakhshi rated it ... 
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Shelves: owned, pakistan-studies, subcontinent, history 





Late Khurshid Kamal Aziz was indeed a forward looking 
historian and perhaps the best Pakistan has produced in 
terms of academic honesty, quality of scholarship and 
analytical skills; and for a lay-reader this is vintage K.K. 
Aziz. From the point of view of the new Pak-Studies 
generation of Pakistan, this can be categorized as one of 
the single most essential text; one that single-handedly 
captures the historical, sociological (including religious), 
political, psychological and philosophical dime ...more 


6 likes - Like -see review 


or 
ai 


The Making of Pakistan (A study in Nationalism) is a 
profound survey of the prolific writer. He delineates ina 
comprehensive way the inevitable historical factors that 
helped shape the Muslim nationalism after multifarious 
events. The writer also brings to the spotlight all the 
other benignant causes, like the political rift between the 
Hindu and Muslim community that made the Muslims of 
subcontinent feel a dire need of a separate representative 
party. On the other hand, the religious and cultu ...more 





Salman rated it ... 





3 likes - Like -see review 
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Shoaib rated it 


~ |} 


Shelves: favorites, history, politics, non-fiction, cultural-pakistan 





A heartfelt thank to K.K Aziz for his efforts to present 
balanced narrative of the make-up of the country 
(Pakistan). The kind of history taught in the school text 
books, hasn’t helped us a great deal to understand the 
idea behind the creation of the country. Dr. K. K. Aziz 
analyses these circumstances and gives a complete, vivid 
and balanced account of the Muslim community in India. 
He narrates the political history; and also describes the 
fortunes of the Muslims which made inevitable the 

revol ...more 


3 likes - Like -see review 





Omama. rated it .. 


~ | 


Shelves: pakistan, history 


'The Making of Pakistan' deals with the gradual 
formation of Muslim nationalism in Imperial India with 
each and every aspect ranging from historical to political 
with the religious element and the cultural background, 
how the Indian Muslims came to look upon themselves as 
a separate national group, how this affected Indian 
nationalism, and how it was consummated by the 
establishment of an Independent Muslim state and the 
establishment of two-nation theory on which the 
creation of Pakistan was pr ...more 
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5 likes: Like +-see review 





Altaf Hussain rated it ... 


I started reading this book with alot of expectations 
because of knowing the author's style and content 
through "Murder of History". Gladly this book stood upto 
the expectations. This has further motivated me to pick 
third book by K.K.Aziz, so I'm open to suggestions. 


Speaking about this book, then I must say, explaining 
nationalism in the most easiest way with all its contours 
would be difficult to find in any other book than this. 
After introducing Nationalism, author moves on to 
explaining mak ...more 


1 like- Like + see review 
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Saad Hameed rated it .... 


An excellent book on Pakistan's Ideology and Pakistan 
Movement. A must read for someone interested in 
Pakistan movement and its leaders. ...more 


1 like- Like - see review 
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Ahmed Jamote rated it ... 


This review has been hidden because it contains spoilers. To view 
it, click here. 


1 like- Like + see review 








Talha Saleem rated it .... 
good book 


1 like- Like + see review 





Asvi is currently reading it 


This review has been hidden because it contains spoilers. To view 
it, click here. 


1 like- Like + see review 





Nadir rated it ... 
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Shelves: love 
Is to read! 


1 like- Like + see review 








Girlfrom bookland rated it .... 





“The more it is crushed the more vigorous it’s rebirth” 


From conquering invaders to epic rulers of the land to 
destroyed at expense of weaknesses of own, to the revolt 
of 1857, Britain friendship, opposition to the congress, 
extremist agitation, congress and co-operation, 
belligerent neutrality, negotiations, appeals, and threats, 
to ideas of new land, to Pakistan cause... this was a story 
of a nation. 


I started reading this book out of curiosity to know what 
was the factors and pushers which sp] ...more 


Like + see review 





Liam rated it .... 


Shelves: non-fiction 
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This was an excellent breakdown of the Muslim attitude 
in India prior to the Pakistan partition. It touches on the 
Hindu side of things, but focuses on the conflict between 
the two with the Muslim population as the underdog. 
Because of this, it tends to speak less highly of the Hindu 
political leadership (including Gandhi), pointing out 
several inconsistencies and hypocrisies in their approach 
to the political situation. It nevertheless spends a great 
deal of energy explaining both points of vie ...more 





Like - see review 





Bodacius rated it ... 


I finished my latest read, ''The Making of Pakistan - A 
Study in Nationalism" by K. K. Aziz. 

The book is a fascinating insight into what Muslim 
Nationalism means. The author very skillfully expounded 
the various aspects related to it, why it began, its 
evolution, it's role in the creation of Pakistan. 

One interesting aspect it touched upon in the end was 
regarding what the "Two-Nation Theory" meant for 
those Muslims left behind in India, and why they 
supported it, knowing that they were to be left behind in 
any case. 

A must read for all those who wish to know a bit more 
about the true origins of Pakistan. (less) 


written by Pakistan's most respected historian ...more 
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Like - see review 





Amar is currently reading it 


i WILL READ IT 


Like - see review 





Salahuddin marked it as to-read 


Good 


Like - see review 





Uzair Khan rated it ... 


This review has been hidden because it contains spoilers. To view 
it, click here. 


2 Like - see review 
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Faisal marked it as to-read 


nothing 


flag Like + see review 





Khursheed Kamal Aziz, better known as K. K. Aziz was born in 
December 1927, in village Ballamabad near Faisalabad. He was 
educated at the M. B. High School Batala, Forman Christian 
College and the Government College, Lahore, and the Victoria 
University of Manchester. He has been on the academic staff of 
the Government College, Lahore, and of the Universities of the 
Punjab, London, Cambridge, Khart ...more 
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